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Our third curriculum unit is now underway for the 

first graders! Students are working on 

understanding economics as they connect to 

colonial life and economics today. They begin to 

understand economics by playing a game every 

class that builds from the last. The game started 

by students picking a job which earned a certain 

salary and then choosing a home which has a 

certain amount of taxes to pay. Students build up 

and lose their money each session and also draw a 

random events card which might mean a broken 

car, a trip to the dentist, or perhaps an overtime 

bonus! 

 

Students then did a mini lesson on natural, capital, 

and human resources. From that lesson, students 

began their research into colonial economics. 

Students are using a QR scanner as their main tool 

to access different research materials on different 

colonial jobs  to  learn  what  materials were used 

and why that job was important to the colony. 

Students then look up the different tools used by 

colonists. Finally, students will finish their 

research by creating “Help Wanted” ads to 

promote their favorite job in the colony and show 

all that they learned about it. 

 

 

Students began their third curriculum unit on 

famous Americans. The students are currently 

researching facts on each individual, but will then 

be given the choice to focus on the different 

historical figures throughout the unit. Students 

have ten different famous individuals to choose 

from; Christopher Columbus, Benjamin Franklin, 

George Washington Carver, Abraham Lincoln, 

Thurgood Marshall, Cesar Chavez, Jackie 

Robinson, Helen Keller, Martin Luther King Jr., 

and Rosa Parks.  

Once students have finished gathering 

information, they will then begin creating trading 

cards on three different figures of their choice. 

Then they will focus on one historical figure to 

write an acrostic poem about and create a timeline 

of before beginning their final project. The 

students will be choosing their own final project 

from a choice board I’ve created. The student may 

choose to do a slideshow, a newspaper article, an 

informational mini-book, or other such ideas! 

    -Jordan Herbert 

 

 

1st Grade Students 
 

 

2nd Grade Students 
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Happenings At The Third & Fourth Grade Resource Center 

Third Grade 

In our last update, third grade students were 

beginning their travels across the country learning 

about some of our nation’s wonderful points of 

interest.  Using actual state roadmaps, they moved 

their cars along highways and byways while writing 

checks to pay for gas, hotel and food expenses. 

Student partners chose some very interesting and 

unique sites to visit.  Their stops included Golden 

Spike National Park, Yellowstone National Park, 

Mount Rushmore, Craters of the Moon National 

Monument, the Petrified National Forest, Sequoia 

National Park, and the city of New Orleans.  

Although our travels were cut short by snow days in 

Manassas, the third grade classes managed to create 

some wonderful projects based on what they learned 

along the way.  Projects included colorful billboards, 

parade floats, circle books and games. 

 

And then came the Yeti…   Our third graders are 

currently members of the Yeti Institute of 

Discovery.  On our Himalayan expedition they 

encountered a huge footprint much too large to 

belong to a human.  Unfortunately, their backpack 

full of tools was lost in a snowstorm. All they have 

left is an unsharpened pencil to help them measure 

the size of the amazing footprint.  After measuring a 

variety of their own body parts, teams devised a way 

to use the pencil measurement to create an actual 

sized Yeti.  Next on the list of measurement tasks 

will be the job of creating a pen with a perimeter and 

area large enough to contain the Yeti, if captured! 

 

Fourth Grade 

Fourth graders were also doing some traveling of 

their own around the world.  Travel partners 

followed a set path and chose which countries they 

would like to stop and investigate.  To apply what 

they learned, students created some fantastic 

projects that included designing and making a 

model of a new coin for the country, making 

fortune tellers in the language of the country where 

all of the fortunes were related to important facts 

about the country, making country mobiles and 

designing country quilts.  Students faced obstacles 

such as storms and whirlpools that required lots of 

problem solving as they traveled. 

The fourth graders are currently investigating 

treasures from the Rabbit Hutch General Store 

discovered in the attic.  This old store used fabric 

strips and various sized bags to measure fractional 

parts of supplies they sold.  Included in the attic 

was an old journal where students learned about 

Daddy Long Legs, the best jumping frog in the 

entire county.  Students made origami frogs and 

held a frog jumping contest using fraction strips to 

help accurately measure the distances the frogs 

jumped.  They then compared and ordered the 

jumps to determine the class winners. 

Looking ahead, fourth grade students will design 

and build air propelled paper rockets while 

learning about Newton’s Three Laws of motion.  

Our last days for 3rd and 4th grade GT classes will 

be the week of May 6th to accommodate SOL 

testing. 

 

            -Karen Etherington 
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Baldwin & Mayfield Intermediate  Metz Update 
 

GT Advanced Research Class 

Students have completed their National History 

Day projects.  Metz had three students who 

participated in the regional NHD competition. 

Though we did not place, it was a positive 

experience for our students.  All student projects 

will be on display at the Manassas Museum on 

March 30th & 31st from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 

Students in the Advanced Research II class 

completed their Science Fair projects and 

competed in the OHS Science Fair.  Joshua Hunt 

placed 3rd in the Engineering Category. 

 

 

In the last nine weeks, students will work on 

Document Based Questions (DBQ).  The DBQ 

is a major component of AP exams.  The ability 

to analyze documents and use them in an 

argumentative essay is a skill students need to be 

taught to perfect by frequent application. 

 

-Michelle Whitt 

The GT 5th and 6th graders are welcoming spring 

and warmer weather while continuing their lessons 

and projects.  I was very proud to display some of 

their work at the GT Symposium on March 

11th.  Soon we will have marble maze races, the 

culprit revealed in the weather data theft, medical 

clinics ready to “open”, and stories told and 

recorded.  I’m also very proud of 36 of my 

Mayfield students who are on the honor roll and 

were recognized by our superintendent and 

principal at a ceremony March 14th.  Way to go and 

keep up the great work! 

 

 

-Melissa Daubert 
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Metz Update (continued) 

 Integrated Humanities 7th  

English 7 Integrated Humanities at the beginning 

of the quarter read La Linea by Jan Jaramillo 

while students were studying Latin America in IH 

Geography.  We had some interesting 

conversations regarding immigration and events 

happening today as well. During the Latin 

America Unit in IH Geography, students worked 

on a Document Based Question (DBQ). This 

question had students analyzing evidence, 

formulating a thesis and writing an essay to 

support their argument to the question: “Has 

NAFTA Kept Its Promises to Mexican 

Workers?”.   

Currently, the class is reading The Wednesday 

Wars by Gary D. Schmidt. The setting is 1967 in 

a New York school. We have been enjoying the 

language and wry humor as the 7th grade 

protagonist of the book is convinced that his 

teacher has it out for him. Meanwhile, he’s 

juggling Shakespeare and death threats from 

various kids in school and even from his older, 

flower-child sister as two rats he accidently let 

loose are wandering the walls of the school. In 

addition to reading the novel, we are reviewing 

figurative language, nonfiction terms, and 

grammar skills. The class took their Student 

Growth Assessment (mini SOL) and did very well 

on it! We only have a couple concepts that need 

reviewing before the SOLs in May. 

Integrated Humanities 8th 

The third nine weeks have been busy for IH 

English 8! We completed our social justice/ 

federal government unit with research essays and 

began our next unit on state and local government. 

We have been looking at the question: "What 

roles do laws and individuals play in creating a 

just society?" through our book groups centered 

on To Kill a Mockingbird and All American Boys. 

Next, we will be examining the political systems 

at work in our government today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Integrated Math and Science 7th  

In physical sciences, we have completed the 

chemistry portion that culminated in a Unit 

Test.  Prior to the Unit Test, the students 

performed two experiments that addressed 

endothermic and exothermic reactions as well 

as the Law of Conservation of Mass.  Data was 

gathered and interpreted to enrich their 

understanding of chemical reactions.  Overall 

the class learned many concepts in chemistry, 

including valence electrons, reaction types, and 

balancing chemical reactions. Currently, we are 

exploring physics.  We began the unit with a 

discussion of the importance of frame of 

reference with respect to motion.  This has lead 

into graphical interpretation of distance versus 

time and its relation to velocity and 

acceleration.  Soon we will investigate 

Newton’s Laws of Motion, and the various 

forces that affect motion.  Of course there will 

be experiments to enhance their learning 

experience.  I want to mention we are beginning 

preparations for the 8th grade science SOL by 

having a daily competitive (and fun!) bell ringer 

on the topics covered on this comprehensive 

test. In Algebra 1, we have finished our study of 

linear equations.  Linear equations, especially 

the concept of slope or rate of change, will help 

students better understand topics in the motion, 

velocity and acceleration as they study it in 

Physical Science.  We are now moving into 

exponents and quadratic equations. 

Math and Integrated Science 8th 

In Geometry, students are finishing up the 

current unit in which they discovered and 

discussed the ideas of congruent and similar 

triangles.  As a fun twist to the topic of 

geometric constructions, which can be proven 

using congruent triangles, students created 

Valentine’s Day cards for a teacher at Metz 

using several of the geometric constructions.  

Prior to Spring Break, students will be studying 

circles. 

 


